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is not fit to work. I'd take him to the front anyway. I
would not interfere with his conscience. If it does not per-
mit him to shoot at the enemy, I would not make him shoot,
but I would place him in a position where he would be shot
at. I would put him at work digging kitchen sinks and
doing other labor which would set other men of better
fibre free for service which the unworthy manhood of the
conscientious objector does not permit him to perform."

In May, 1917, Roosevelt received a letter from Captain
de Rochambeau, of the Fifth Regiment of French Infantry
at the front in France, congratulating him on the vote in
Congress in favor of his proposed Roosevelt Division, and
expressing the hope that he would be one of the first to
salute him with the title of "My General" on the battlefields
of France. In reply Roosevelt wrote under date of June
1, 1917:

"Your letter touched and pleased me very greatly. I
remember well your elder brother, and I need hardly say
that your name is one familiar to every American. My dear
sir, you have nobly upheld your family tradition in this
war; you say you were the sole survivor of the three Roch-
ambeaus who have fought in the army during it; this is a
record worthy of the ancient valor of France.

"I bitterly regret to say that my Government has re-
fused to allow me to raise troops and take them to France.
The reasons were not connected with patriotism, or with
military efficiency, and so there is no use of my trying to
get the decision altered. My four sons and one of my sons-
in-law are now in the army that is being trained, and I hope
that all five of them will not too long hence go to your
country.''